OCEANS

MOSA MAECNK

AND THE NUCLEAR GNOMES




AT WHICH POINT THE ROGUE AGENT INFILTRATED F=—{+_ AND INSERTED THE STOLEN NUCLEAR BOMB PLANS INTO
A PLASTICS FACTORY IN MALAYSIA.. I | THC MOLD OF A GIANT PLASTIC..ER..TOY..TEM.

N e
4 Y

*..WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO BE SHIPPED ACROSS THE | | *..BUT THANKS TO BAD WEATHER
OCEAN TO SAN DIEGO, WHERE ANOTHER AGENT WOULD 22 n ALONG THE WAY, THE CARGO
RETRIEVE THE SMUGGLED PLANS... ) ' DIDN'T MAKE (T.”

SO, FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS, THE WORLD'S JUST SO WE KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR,
MOST DANGEROUS SECRETS HAVE BEEN INSIDE WHAT EXACTLY IS THIS “TOY ITEM" THAT THE
A PIECE OF PLASTIC, FLOATING AROUND SECRETS ARE HIDDEN INSIDE OF? \CAUSE [T
SOMEWHERE IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN! SEEMED LIKE

YOU KIND OF
DIDN'T WANT

~ {OKAY, FIRST
QUESTION. )




*I00 PILATES GNOMES...

IT WAS A SHIPMENT OF
\ GIANT GARDEN GNOMES.

-

—

SOMETIMES T AIR-QUOTE S50 @

AIR-RUOTES GNOME.
THAT'S THE GNOME
WITH THE SMUGGLED
SECRETS INSIDE.

THAT MY FINGERS GET SORE!

\

LAST WEEK, THERE WERE THREE GNOME SIGHTINGS
OFF THE WASHINGTON COAST. NOT THE AIR-QUOTES WHEN WE FIRST
GNOME, BUT TS A 600D PLACE TO START. BROLGHT UP THE

NET, T THOUGHT IT

AND FYT MOSA,
WERE NOT THE ONLY
ONES LOOKING FOR THESE
NUCLEAR PLANS. TF THEY FALL [
. INTO THE WRONG HANDS, IT'S /oo

NO PRESSURE OR ANYTHING.

T WAS PICTURING MORE
OF A SUPER-YACHT.
JACUZZI, DISCO LIGHTS,
PERSONAL CHEF..




THE CARGO ™\
DIDN'T SPILL
WHERE WE
ARE, NEAR THE
WASHINGTON

COAST. _L

1‘ g

IT SPILLED
ALL THE WAY OVER
HERE--NEAR THE
PHILIPPINES.

APPARENTLY, VERY
POPULAR WITH THE
BROKEN-HEARTED.

WHICH MEANS THE
OTHER GNOMES ARE
RIGHT DOWN THERE~-
WHERE THEY FELL OFF,

THE SHIP/

\ CROSS THE )

LAST YEAR,
A FEW GNOMES
SHOWED UP OFF
THE COAST OF

FRST TO
PACIFIC.

OF COURSE!
THE WATER
ACTIVATED THEIR
SWIMMING

POWERS! _

YOU NEED TO TAKE A
BETTER LOOK AT
YOUR FILE THERE.

SO HOW'D THEY ‘

GET FROM THE
PHILIPPINES TO
JAPAN THEN
AAAALLL THE WAY
OVER HERE TO
WASHINGTON?!! &

/i’ ~'
e 5
A

THE GNOMES ARE HARD PLASTIC, 2
KIND OF LIKE A BUOY. THEY FLOAT, ’
BUT THEY SURE CAN'T SWIM.

WQ" e,
S sy

AS IN ELECTRICITY
OR EVENTS?

CURRENT. AS IN
MOVING WATER.

YOU DIDN'T THINK THE
WATER [N THE OCEAN
STAYS STVLL, DID
YOU? LIKE A BI6
BATHTUB?




/ CURR A LOT OF WATER
-
A|$ qu”A MOVING ALL TOGETHER, IN ONE

- DIRECTION, INSIDE A MUCH BIGGER
RIVER. P N BODY OF WATER.

|/~ OKAY, S0 WHERE LISTEN, MOSA:
DOES THIS CURRENT THE OCEAN IS HUGE, WITH
START?! WE'VE GOT A | [ LOTS OF DIFFERENT CURRENTS.
GNOME TO FIND, AND YOU COULD SPEND YEARS
NO TIME TO TRYING TO FIND THE GNOME

“HERE'S PRETTY MUCH ALL WE KNOW. CURRENTS ARE
AFFECTED BY: WIND. LIGHT STUFF RISING AND DENSE
STUFF SINKING. LAND. AND THE ROTATION
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YOU'RE NOT THE FIRST PEOPLE

| TO COME OUT HERE ASKING QUESTIONS. BETWEEN

THAT AND REVENGE GNOME STUCK IN OUR NET,
WE'RE GETTING A LITTLE SPOOKED.

YOU NEED TO KNOW
WHERE TO LOOK. AND
THAT MEANS KNOWING

HOW CURRENTS
MOVE,

YOU 6O WAYYYYY
DOWN DEEP IN THE

OCEAN, [T GETS EVEN

FAIR ENOUGH. T CAN
ADJUST MY
EXPECTATIONS.

BOAT TO FIND OUT MORE--
YOU'LL FIND CHARTS AND
EVERYTHING YOU NEED
DOWN IN THE CABIN/

HANG ON! THIS 1S A
MATTER OF GLOBAL
SECURITY, NOT A

I FEEL LIKE A BABY
LOST IN THE MALL ON

:

.
-
M
©
v
<
e
¢
©
©
L
.




MEANWHILE .. [P\ 1 MEANS: THE AIR-QUOTES GNOME MUST |/~ DRONES,
O\ BE IN ONE OF THESE FOUR DIRECTIONS!

LATEST (]
5 \ Washington
HERE NEAR THE
WASHINGTON
COAST.

Pacific S‘
Ocean
2 \
] .
N

o
L 3

: | = .

N Z ‘.
AN WIND AFFECT

DID YOU SEE THAT?
Tﬂemw'p%' BOAT i THE WAVES GOT BIGGER!
MOVED! WHICH MEANS: WIND MOVED
= THE WATER, TOO!

/

SO WIND MOVED THE BOAT?
WHAT DOES THAT HAVE TO DO
WITH WATER?

LET'S MAKE m

A MODEL TO FIND




(vYou'u TRy THIS TOOY

PRESTO-CHANGO:
NOW WE CAN SEE IF WIND
MOVES WATER.

AND EVEN AFTER OUR Y
WIND GETS LAZY, THE
\ WATER STILL MOVES!

[ HERE'S WHAT

SO00

WE KNOW
ABOUT WIND.
AT THE
EQUATOR,
THE SUN HITS

-----

THE WATER
IS MOVING! IN WAVES
ON TOP...

- SO ALL OVER THE ~
SURFACE OF THE OCEAN, ALL
OVER THE WORLD, W/ND HELPS )
- MAKE CURRENTS... .

WHICH MEANS: IF THERE'S AAANNNY CHANCE OF FIGURING ¥ WE GOTTA FIGURE OUT:
OUT WHERE THE CURRENT IS CARRYING THAT AR-QUOTES WHICH WAY THE
GNOME WITH THE SMUGGLED NUCLEAR SECRETS A WIAND BLOWS.

oooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooo
000000000000

0000000
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MEANWHILE, COOLER A/R RUSHES IN
WHERE THE WARM AIR USED TO BE. THOSE MOLECULES
ARE MUCH CLOSER TOGETHER, SO THE AR IS DENSER.
AND SPREADS OUT, AND DENSER STUFF IS HEAVIER, SO GRAVITY
AWAY FROM THE PULLS IT DOWN.

DIRECT RAYS
(VERY HOTY)

INDIRECT RAY'S
(MUCH COOLER!) | | :‘ D
RISES AND GOES FROM ) v~ wuosu
0;7{% 8 THE EQUATOR TO . GOES FROM THE POLES
TO THE EQUATOR?

AND SINCE WIND MAKES CURRENTS... AND DOES WATER ; KESHA GNOME™?!
THAT'S HOW THE CURRENTS MOVE, TOO? RISE AND SINK THE SAME A ‘ ICHABOD GNOME?! WAIT UP!

EQUATOR-TO-POLE, POLE-TO-EQUATOR? - WAY AS AR, TOO?

WAY TO FIND




SO HERE'S OUR WATER-- AND T'VE JUST YOU'LL TRY THIS TOO/Y/ (coLp WATER AT )
\ THE POLES.. J

SO COLD IT'S FROZEN--AND WARMED UP MY...
THANKS TO SOME SMURFISHLY VAMPIRISHLY RED
BLUE FOOD COLORING, WATER, SO WE CAN
WE CAN SEE I(T. SEE THAT, TOO!

" WARM WATER AT
\_THE EQUATOR. /

/ DENSE, COLD wA_ LIGHT, WARM WATER

SINKS AND SPREADS, _ STAYS UP ABOVE AND SPREADS, | Y-
POLE-TO-EQUATOR. } _ EQUATOR-TO-POLE. ,

B QUATO
ek w _
.\

e____\ N “ i

¥ oo

3 %ﬁm“g&y IF ANYBODY INGREDIENT
L L e LB KNOWS THE OCEAN, OF OCEAN WATER,
sereilio i [T'S ME. AND YOU'RE INGREDIENT OF OCEAN )
' MISSING ONE KEY WATER... L




OKAY... 15 OUR RED WATER THE SAME

AND AT THE POLES WHERE [T'S COLD,
STAYS BEHIND N THE WATER THAT
7" FREEZE. WHICH MEANS --

OH! OH! '\
T THINK T'VE
GOT THIS!

WATER STAYS Lo ABOE BECAL |
IT IS LESS DENSE, AND (T FLOWS )t
EQUATOR-TO-POLE. ) . T
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(TH MORE SALT SINKS, AND

POLES NOT JUST BECAUSE |
IT"5 COLDER, BUT ALSO (8

D THEN IT FLOWS,
POLE-TO-EQUATOR... WHICH T SEE
. ADY FIGURED OUT.

N~

7 SMALL FISHING ?
LRAFT IN DISTRESS-- .
AND HEADING SOUTH.

o

SAY THIS...



KINDA
ARE OR
50 AlIR-( HoOUSE! TOF P
AN NA MATE
e TER | CU/
A HEA 11'%61'“5
REGUL/ EARTH!

=

T HEA

(’ .rT“‘ 15"rTiE;

Emaﬁ“utrgaﬂ WHLD
STICK ARE WHICH

PARZD

= wORwT/

F 'T wER D W‘”D”’ 52%52

' AN

50: 6“1.5

CURR WHOLE

THERE'S
E WHeR?T wouLp ‘
%ﬂ%sw ZING/
NOT BE FR,

-
.....
"y
-
N
-
0...
..........
.........
.........
..........
..........
.........
R
'U.l RN
SISESR et
R
HR
.......
.’...
N
"Oo.‘o

"'9..-
..... -
el

TSI ’ S CAN'T ™ A
| $AV%U THE &4

.-0
.......
........
...............
...............
ooooooooooooooo
...............

. .y

e

N

......
*a

»

....
. 2

»

.,

Oc.

0...
.......
.......
- e
'Ooo
.......
.........

...........
........
..........
¥ ..
b

:
THA

. v '{I?r
56“650

€S

IT MAK

.....
-

'...

‘e e

N

*a

o

i
.....
......
............
....

*a

..|
......
........
.0..

...
ooooo..‘ =,
.........
......

e 3
.......

.........
........

.....

Yoo

ashington

......
........
.......
.......
......
......
......
.....

....

....
.....
.......
.......
......

Yeu
....
.....
.....
........
.........
ooooooo
0000000
.........
.......
.......
......
.....
* s

u SE FINDS
EL

| -
) G o'l
- - e
< 4 fee
v y
-
;
4
'i. \_-“ — - -
'.Q‘ -"\l‘ -
l.'.~ "~‘. —
....... o
.
0...

TS
us,

B L
.............. cu

......
.....
-
...
.........
...............
.................
...............
.......
...........
ooooooooo
oooooo

nt
S gt

o
......
"

AS WE .:._.:.:.:.:.:.'. .....

.....

........

..........

.............

............
.....

...

i

...

AL ]

MEANS... OL BE
e 1'
WHICH JOME MUS
> /
(MR Ee e ccLes
' Four cl

-

/
FAR!
SO THE
s FROM
\RED The o el
EAIT CARRIED T , TO
csfégeg; THEN NORTH
THE UAT ’

EQ

HE
WIKIPEDIA!!




BUT THE GNOMES WENT ALL THE
WAY ACROSS THE NORTH PACIFIC
OCEAN TO WASHINGTON/

“KIND OF LIKE
THE LAND CURVES,
TOO.

SO THAT CURRENT ISN'T JUST
GOING FROM THE EQUATOR TO THE
POLE! IT'S... CURVING!!

~/

T WONDER IF THE WATER GOING NORTH
BUMPED INTO THE LAND HERE... AND
STARTED CURVING EAST... AROUND HERE.

B
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PACIFIC
OCEAN

A R S e s Y

INDIAN
OCEAN

/“7’ .j ,[[/g"‘c}“ 0""’
Ji '\
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<

AMERICA

-

SO THE CURRENT GOES THIS WAY?
RIGHT ACROSS THE OCEAN? WHY?!!

THE SHAPE OF THE LAND CHANGES
\__THE DIRECTION OF THE CURRENT/

A

e
Sy

NORTH 3?;,

ATLANT

> LOOK HOW THE LAND U\ YoU'UL TRY THIS TOO!!
MAKES THE CURRENT TURN. y

SOME WATER HITS LAD... /. & 0R000000L )}
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7 EXCEPT/ AND TRUST ME, MOSA, .
T KNOW THE STING OF
DISAPPOINTMENT...

BUT UP HERE IN THE ARCTIC, NO
GNOMES HAVE WASHED uP
ANYWHERE/

THE WAY THAT CURRENT CURVES, ‘
ITS BEGINNING TO LOOK LIKE A~ ] [

NORT \\
AMERIC -\-‘{\

L}
- P A \
e »

ST "/- > ;1

.

-
——
\

\

U | ‘
SOMETHING YOU NEED \ o~
L

7O SEE.




> NOT TO STR THE POT,
BUT WE WERE IN THE GNOMES'
CURRENT. COULDN'T WE JUST KEEP
FOLLOWING [T?/ -'

X

TRUST ME: YOU'RE GONNA FIND

THE AIR-QUOTES GNOME A WHOLE LOT FASTER
USING YOUR NOTES THAN SPINNING AIMLESSLY AT
NIGHT IN THE OCEAN.

SO IMAGINE T'M AT THE
NORTH POLE AND YOU'RE
AT THE EQUATOR.

OKAY, T KIND OF AGREE. DOESN'T
GLOBAL EMERGENCY TRUMP COAST
GUARD RULES?

- - %
P

I WANT TO THROW THE
BALL RIGHT TO YOU, IN A

T DON'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENED, MOSA! '
THE MUSIC AND THE OCEAN, THE GNOMES AND THE JACUZZ..
I GUESS T GOT CARRIED AWAY! —

. 4 ]
nnnn

fﬁ RECKLESS AS 3
THEY ARE, THOSE
TWO OLD-TIMERS
SURE KNOW THERR
SCIENCE. THE
GNOME-CURRENT (5
SHAPED LIKE THIS...
BECAUSE OF

EARTH'S ROTATION. /

UMMM, A
LITTLE WIDE
THERE.

OKAY. YOU TRY/

N

~

\~

e e e e—

EQUATOR




BECAUSE THE EARTH
ROTATES FASTER AT THE
EQUATOR THAN IT DOES AT /|
THE POLES!!! A =1

THE BALL--THAT'S THE WIND. IT DOESN'T
6O STRAIGHT EQUATOR-TO-POLE,

f >
L >
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P
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86CAU55 THE WIND TURNS, SO DOES THE
CURRENT/ AND THAT'S WHY IT CROSSES

—
P

)
J — g
......
''''''''''''

¥ THEN LAND GETS IN THE WAY AND MAKES THE
CURRENT TURN SOUTH AGAIN... DOWN ALONG
THE PACIFIC COAST OF NORTH AMERICAY /(13




AND JUST ABOVE THE ~ 60... SINCE WIND "50 THE CURRENT'S HEADING BACK... ALMOST WIIINNND! LAAAANNND!
EQUATOR, 525 BIG wuw@ AFFECTS CURRENT, THE TO WHERE IT WAS BEFORE? WHICH MEANS... W:gb“»pb'm 5;’%;?:33'5:””2 “A(,N,D
FROM EAST TO WEST... CURRENT MOVES EAST ALL THAT SAME STUFF IS GONNA AFFECT IT ,» DENSER 555 :
AAAAAND THE RRRRO‘}'ATIOM OF THE
EARTH!

AND THAT, DETECTIVE,
IS CALLED A "GYRE.”

TO WEST, TOO?

ALL OVER AGAIN!

l

AROUND
AND

&2y

GYRE. THE ' AND SINCE WE ALL KNOW HOW A SPIRAL WORKS, WE CAN
GNOME-CURRENT (S A PREDICT--WITH A PRETTY 6OOD DEGREE OF CERTAINTY--THE

GYRE. OTHERWISE KNOWN MOST LIKELY PIECE OF LAND ON WHICH THE AIR-QUOTES
AS A SP/RAL. GNOME--AND THE NUCLEAR SECRETS HIDDEN INSIDE~
WILL WASH ASHORE.

l

OUR TEAM
IS ON THE WAY.

AIR-QUOTES GNOME,
I KNOW YOU'RE OVER
HERE SOMEWHERE!

UM, T FINALLY FIXED THE WI-FI?
AND THERE'S KIND OF SOME BAD
NEWS, APPARENTLY...

HERE DIP MOSA 60 Tt

FIND




